Programme for our History Week Talk

by

Honorary Associate Professor Elizabeth Sinn, Centre of Asian Studies,
University of Hong Kong
BABRZFEMNARL T S BELE
E-mail: hrahsyy@hkucc.hku.hk

Dr. Sinn is a prominent historian in Hong Kong. Her Ph.D thesis
was on Hong Kong’s social elites in the 19" Century. Her present
research focuses on the history of Chinese emigration and its
impacts on Hong Kong’'s development. Her past research projects
include Hong Kong Culture and Society; the Oral History Archives
Project; and, History of Early Newspapers in Hong Kong etc. Dr.
Sinn has served as Deputy Director of the Centre of Asian Studies,
University of Hong Kong and Vice-President of the Royal Asiatic
Society, Hong Kong Branch.

and chaired by

Professor Helen Dunstan, Department of History, University of Sydney
THRRKEE £ AW G AR

E-mail: helen.dunstan@usyd.edu.au

Professor Dunstan is a historian of premodern China, with a
primary focus on economic thought and economic policy in the first
half of the Qing dynasty (1644-1911). Other topics on which she
has worked include the southwest-Shanxi salt industry, particularly
in the Ming dynasty (1368-1644), Chinese environmental history,
post-1980 Chinese reportage, and eighteenth-century
autobiographical texts. Professor Dunstan enjoys teaching East
Asian gender history, and has always been fascinated by the |
anthropological study of Chinese society.
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Hong Kong to New South Wales — Chinese Labourers in Australia
in the 19th century

B, A B HA ok R 3 TaY & ik R B

Welcome to our History Week talk. In this lecture, you will find out why and
how the “free port” of Hong Kong facilitated, in the late 19" Century, Chinese
migration to Australia as well as other “Gold Mountain” countries namely
Canada, New Zealand and the United States. From the following perspectives,
Dr. Sinn will bring you this fascinating history of Chinese migration, which is
shared transnationally by Australia, China and Hong Kong:-

1. Coming and Going - when, where, who, how and why:

When did Chinese migrate to NSW and other Gold Mountain
Countries in large numbers?

From which parts of Guangdong province did they originate?

Who were these people and what did they do after arriving in NSW?
How did they finance their trips and what ships took them abroad?
Why did they leave their hometowns for Australia and other
destinations?

A brief discussion on the use of terms like the “coolie trade”, “sale of
“pigs”( & #1%), “Gold Mountain Guest” (4.1 &) and “Gold Mountain
Uncle” (4L T 48) will also be made.

2. Organizations that kept sojourners connected to their home villages:
taking care of people from the same native place by providing material
welfare and emotional comfort.

3. Money: the flow of different types of remittances including household
expenses, relief funds, donations and capital back home

4. The importance of returning and the circular pattern of migration: the real
fear of being a “hungry ghost” (& % / P8 3% 2F &) in foreign lands and the
desire for a proper burial at home.

5. Coffins and Bones: dealing with death away from home and the immense
enterprise of repatriation of bodies and bones.

6. The Hong Kong Connection: support gained from entities in Hong Kong,
such as the Tung Wah Hospital (& # % Fz) and the general impacts of
Chinese migration on Hong Kong in the 19" Century.

7. Researching historical materials in Hong Kong: Places in Hong Kong
where historical materials may be found.
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Programme #2 5 %

2:45pm Registration

3:00pm Welcome by Mr. Robert Ho, President of CAHS
3:05pm Lecture commences

4:00pm Break

4:10pm Lecture resumes

5:00pm Discussion time

5:30pm Vote of thanks by Mr. King Fong, Vice President / Tea and Coffee
6:00pm Activity concludes

Management Committee of CAHS JRM E AR £ W & hiTHR B &
PO Box K556, Haymarket NSW 1240 / E-mail: contact.cahs@gmail.com

Robert Ho 0OAM JP, President k- fr gz B K-Far+
King Fong 0AM JP, Vice President 2 e &: FEhR KFar+
Clifford To, Secretary BE: M3 X At
(clifford.k.to@gmail.com / clifford.to@kellogg.ox.ac.uk)

Anna Lee, Treasurer Bt 2EM L+
(annalee@workready.com.au)

Arthur Lock Chang, Committee Member £8: BRE s LA
Frederick Leung, Committee Member EN-F RFE A
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Bennelong Partners Accountant Bennelong & 3t &5 4%
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